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The Office of Connectional Ministries seeks to connect local churches with resources of the North Carolina Annual Conference.  The office is located in The Methodist Building and serves as a hub for the opportunities that are available to many churches within the bounds of the Conference which covers the eastern half of the state. 

Most of the resources listed below are funded by The Duke Endowment, for the purpose of strengthening the rural church in North Carolina.  Qualifying congregations are not charged for the services provided.  Churches that do not qualify still may contact the Office of Connectional Ministries to consider ways to benefit from these consultants.
1.  Consultants provide services for the development and program needs of rural United Methodist churches and collaborative ministries, including 

· Advisory and governing board development
· Creating a plan for sustaining a ministry: staffing, funding, support and supervision 

· Establishing the relationship between the local church and an agency, such as child care, preschool, or afterschool ministries, feeding programs and ecumenical or multi-church ministries. 

· Developing mission/vision/values, strategic plan and structure for new and existing ministries 

2.  Construction support
· Licensed General Contractor provides estimates for new and renovated space 

· Construction for qualifying churches for new and renovated space  

3.  Health and Wellness Consultant
· Improve Congregational Health physically and spiritually 

· Develop Parish Nursing program in the church or community 

4.  Children’s Ministry consultant
· Provides guidance and focus for weekday children’s ministries for rural United Methodist churches 

5.   Rural Advancement Foundation, Incorporated
·  Provides rural community development 

·  Provides programs and support for ministries that connect food, faith and hunger relief 

 

The consultants for the development and program needs of rural churches are selected by The Duke Endowment.  Bert Armstrong, and the consulting firm, Armstrong and McGuire, have been serving the NC Conference for several years, and they have strengthened the ministries of local churches and agencies of the Conference.  Susan Sachs, of Starfire Consulting, Inc., facilitated the development of the governing board of Solid Foundations, Inc., the childcare services that paralleled the emergence of Solid Rock UMC in Harnett County.  Patton McDowell, of McDowell and Associates, is credited with much of the work at Greensboro College during their financial crisis and they are currently working with a rural church and their childcare program in the NC Conference.

J.P. McGuire is a licensed general contractor with many years of experience in the Conference, building fellowship halls and reroofing sanctuaries, among a host of other projects.  His experience as a builder makes him a valuable asset to the Conference.  Typically, his construction costs are reasonable and his product is well above standard.

Alyson Breisch began her career as a nurse in cardiac care and later became a Parish Nurse trainer.  Aly brings vision, creativity and knowledge of wholistic health to the NC Conference as a health consultant.  Programs in wellness, for individuals and congregations, may be provided.  Other program options may be seen at www.nccumc.org.  Click on Ministries, and then, Health and Wellness.

In the field of Children’s Ministries, there is no one more experienced and knowledgeable than Margaret Anne Biddle.  A Deacon in the NC Conference, she brings spiritual formation and safety and state code requirements to the table for development of ministries for children.

The Rural Advancement Foundation, Inc., is based in Pittsboro, although their work is conducted all over the state of North Carolina.  RAFI leader, Claire Hermann has helped churches launch community gardens, as well as, studies focused on the care for creation.  RAFI’s annual program, Come to the Table, brings speakers on a variety of topics to encourage expansion of ministries of agriculture, stewardship, and elimination of poverty.

Congregations interested in the services of one or more of these consultants may contact Rev. Carol Goehring, Director of Connectional Ministries, at 800-449-4433 or 919-779-6115.

